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Have you seen our BLOG? www.ealhighland.org.uk                    
Support Strategies for EAL Pupils 
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· Use visual timetables.
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· Use gestures and facial expressions.
· Speak slowly in natural English.
· Seat the pupil where they can see you clearly as non-verbal communication is very important for an early stage learner.
· Create a positive, encouraging learning environment which promotes confidence in communication.
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Make sure that he/she is sitting with supportive peers who will provide good models of English.
· Use visual support such as pictures, objects, diagrams, demonstrations and charts.
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· Focus on communication not accuracy, particularly in the early stages of language acquisition. Echo correct language structures to pupils rather than overt correction of errors.

· Talk through tasks while you are supporting them, (like a commentary) using natural English.

· Give instructions clearly and avoid figurative or colloquial expressions.

· [image: image8.jpg]Healthy



Encourage and support the use of the pupils’ first language. A positive attitude towards the pupils’ first language can be achieved through use of dual language texts, online translators, dictionaries and by promoting the use of the language to aid understanding amongst their peers.
· Provide key words for the lesson/activity. Highlight them or write them on the board or in the pupils’ word book. Ask the pupils to write the translation next to the English. 
· Display key vocabulary around the classroom, if possible, also in First Language. 
· Allow the pupils processing time and don’t always expect an answer.  A silent period is perfectly natural, its length varying from pupil to pupil. It is usually about six months but in some cases can be up to a year.
· Use closed questions in the early stages perhaps with a choice of two answers e.g.  What is the weather like today? – hot or cold.
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Make use of the chrome books:
-Google translate 

-Wikipedia (some pages are available in different languages)

-Google images to aid understanding 
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-Set up keyboard in their home language  

-Google Speak it 
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Google voice search

-In Google Docs: Voice Typing (in tools) and Reader (an add on) and grammar checks (eg. Sapling Grammar)
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-Read and Write for Google Chrome (subscription) 

-Accessibility tools (eg. larger text size, readers)
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